
 

 

29 Nov.2010 db 
 

AGENDA 
  Working Group on Harmonization and Equivalence of Organic Standards and 

Technical Regulations for Asia 
 

9-10 December 2010 
Mumbai, India 

 
8 December (Wednesday)  Bombay Exhibition Centre (BioFach Venue) 
 
15.00-1700 Presentations for new Working Group Members at BioFach Seminar  
 
9 December (Thursday)  Bombay Exhibition Centre (BioFach Venue) 
 
09.00 – 10:30   Opening  Session 

-  Welcome from Global Organic Market Access project 
(GOMA),  Agriculture and Processed Foods Export 
Development Authority (APEDA), and International 
Competence Center for Organic Agriculture (ICCOA) 

          -  Introductions 
    -  Review of Agenda 

-  Report from Steering Committee (on Decisions since   
Shanghai) 

 
10:30 – 11:00  Coffee/Tea Break 
 
11:30  - 12:30 Mapping the Framework for Cooperation on Organic Labeling 

and Trade in Asia (presented by the GOMA Steering Committee)  
  - Terms of Reference for Working Group 
 
12:30 – 14:00  Lunch 
 
14:00 – 16.00  Harmonization of Standards 

- Presentation and clarification of the draft EquiTool 
Annex on Objectives and Main Requirements of Organic 
Standards 
-  Presentation and clarification of Comparative Study on 
Asian Organic Standards 
-  Presentation and clarification on Certification Alliance 
Harmonized Standard development 

 
16:00 – 16:30  Coffee/Tea Break 
 
16:30 -  18:00  Harmonized Standards (continued) 

- Proposal for the Asia Regional Standard Development:  
(Regulatory Objectives, Objectives of the Organic 
Production/Processing in Asia, Technical Requirements,  
Protocol/Process, Drafting Group) 

- Discussion and Decisions  
 
19:30    Dinner hosted by GOMA, APEDA and ICCOA  



 

 

 
 
 
10 December  (Friday)  InterContinental Hotel LaLit 
 
09:00 – 10:30  Equivalence of Standards: 

- Discussion on draft EquiTool Annex on Objectives 
and Main Requirements of Organic Standards 

- Updates on Equivalence eg. China-Thailand, 
Indonesia-Philippines   

 
10:30 -11:00  Coffee/Tea Break 
 
11:00 – 12:30  Harmonization and Equivalence of Certification Requirements 

Presentation: of Comparative Study of Certification 
Requirements     for Asia. 

- Discussion and Decisions 
 
12:30 – 14.00   Lunch 
 
14:00 – 15:30 Other Key Elements of Cooperation Framework  

Government Controls and Implementation of Organic 
Regulations  

     - Discussion and Decisions     
 
 Cooperation benefitting non-regulated countries 

- Discussion and Decisions 

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee/Tea Break 
 
16:00 – 17:00  Putting it all Together 

- Review of Decisions, Next Steps and 
Timeline 

17:00   Adjourn  
 

 


